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I.  Answer the following in about 50 words each:

(10 x 2 = 20 Marks )
1. “When Mahatma Gandhi went without food,

howmany things happened in India!  This is a man like that.

If he fasts there will be rain.”


What is your understanding of this comparison?

2. “Oh! you don’t know.  He has renounced the world.  

He does nothing but meditate.  What a pity he is not have today.”


Bringout the significance of this observation.

3. “Suddenly one of them, a huge monkey, jumped

down and charged almost right into the crowd

which surrounded the baby monkey.”


Why did the monkey charge into the crowd?  

  4.   “Worship and kindness do not always go together.” 


Why does the writer feel so?

5. “Because there is the reflection of the Divine in Man,

the individual becomes sacred.”


  Throw light on the given lines.

6. “Blue as the wing of a halcyon wild 

we weave the robes of a new-born-child.”

     What is the significance of the word ‘Blue’?

7. “The Poets sang only of the floods.”

   Why does the poet say so?

8. “I beg your majesty to give me a chance

to show my loyalty.  I’m ready to die for my

sultan.”

Identify the speaker.  What is the context on which he says these words?

9. “Not a wisp of smoke should rise from its chimney’s.

Nothing but an empty graveyard of  Delhi will satisfy me now.”

      What is the mental state of the speaker when he says these words?

10. “I felt that the luck of my life had come at last.”

    Why does the speaker feel so?

II.  Answer any FIVE of the following in about 150 words each choosing not more than THREE from either part:



( 5 x 8 = 40 Marks )
PART – A

11. Describe Jawaharlal Nehru’s  admiration for natural surroundings and seasons  when he was in prison.

12. Write briefly on the circumstances, which led Tyagu to his first taste of alcohol.

13. Bringout the reasons for the strained relationship between Rosie and her husband Marco.

14. How did Raju transform the Pillard Hall into a temple of learning?

PART – B

15. Discuss Barani  as a man of firm and balanced mind. 

16. “Sarojini Naidu’s ‘Indian Weavers’ is an elliptical allusive and symbolic representation of life’s journey from birth to death”.  Discuss.

17. How does A.K. Ramanujah expose the insincerity and sluggishness of Indians  in the face of suffering in the poem “ A River”?

18. Mahesh Dattani  deals with sensational issues of the society which we know and read now and then but refuse to acknowledge their existence amidst us.  Substantiate your view point.

III.  Answer the following in about 300 words each:

(2 x 20 = 40 Marks )
19. a)  Discuss how far you accept the view that Raju is a character of circumstances;  he      never did anything;  things always happened to him.

(Or)

b)  Discuss A House for Mr. Biswas  as a novel describing the protagonist’s painful      quest  for identity.

20. a)  How far do you agree with the view that Prayer is the basis of the play ‘Tugwaq’?        Give a detailed answer.

(Or)

b) “Life for her is not a riddle to be solved;  it is a miracle to be celebrated and sung.    Its endless variety excites her, its colours dazzle her, its beauty intoxicates her.”   

Consider this statement in the light of the prescribed poems of Sarojini Naidu.

* * * * * * * * * *
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